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Attachment

COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED COMPACT OF PERMANENT UNION
BETWEEN PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED STATES

Section 2d. - This Department represents the United States, along with
the Department of State in most instances, on various bodies of the United
Nations, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO),
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International
Telecommunications Union (I.T.U.), the U.N. Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL), the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD), the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), and the Economic
Commission for Latin America (ECLA). These international organizations
deal with various topics including the safety of life at sea, the estab-
lishment of uniform rules of maneuvering for vessels in the proximity of
one another, prevention of pollution of the marine enviromment by oil and
other hazardous polluting substances, allocation of frequencies from the
limited spectrum of the radio frequency band, the regulation of civil
aviation matters such as personnel licensing, Rules of the Air, operation
of aircraft, aircraft nationality, airworthiness, facilitation, telecom-
munications, air traffic services, search and rescue, accident investigation,
airports, aircraft noise and security; various economic transportation issues
are dealt with in other international organizatioms.

Section 2d recognizes the responsibility of the United States to
represent Puerto Rico in regard to international relations and matters of
defense; however, it would allow Puerto Rico to participate in international
organizations covering a list of subjects specified in that section and also

consistent with the functions of the United States. The section is ambiguous;



it could be assumed that Puérto Rico.woﬁld‘haVe non-voting status similar
to observers or similar to the District.of Cblumbia Representative to
Congress, or the contrary, Puerto Rico.might have full voting rights.
There would be instances when.presencé.bf a Puerto Rican delegation on
the various committes on which members of this Department sit as United
States delegates would not be consistent with United States foreign
policy. Puerto Rico woﬁld still be closely associated with the United
States and for it to take a position radically different from that of
the United States would place a severe strain on our relations with
other naticns. Since this Compact recognizes that the United States has
responsibility with respect to Puerto Rico's international relatioms,
it seems entirely proper that Puerto Rico should have a voice in the
formulation of the United States negotiating position. We do not believe
that it should have a separate and equal voice in international
organizations.

Section 3a. =~ This Department has Federal property in Puerto Rico.
There are Coast Guard bases in San Juan and Ponce; a loran station
at Cape San Juan, an air station at Punta Borinquen, and various
lighthouses and other aids to navigation for both ship and aircraft
navigation. The United States renders valuable services to Puerto Rico
from these property holdings. Search and rescue services are provided
by a rescue coordination center in San Juan and the ships and aircraft

stationed in Puerto Rico.
































































































